
Virtual 
Workshop

SESSION #1: 
COMPLETE STREETS 
& COLLEGE AVENUE

Thursday 
August 13, 2020

4:30 – 5:30 pm est



introductions

Presenters
• Brian Keith – JHP
• Buck Bacon – W&A Engineering

Moderator
• Christina Davis – Columbia Residential 

Special Guests
• Steve Decker – ACC Public Works
• Stephen Bailey – ACC Public Works
• Tim Griffeth – ACC Public Works
• Carol Myers – Incoming ACC Commission District 8



Welcome!

Virtual Session Logistics

SESSION IS 
BEING RECORDED, 

AND WILL BE 
AVAILABLE LATER 
ON THE WEBSITE

SIGN-IN THROUGH 
THE CHAT WITH 

YOUR NAME AND 
EMAIL

SESSIONS ARE 
45 – 60 MINUTES

FOR QUESTIONS, 
“RAISE YOUR 

HAND” OR LEAVE A 
COMMENT



What-if’s

 Please Note: these are Conceptual Studies at this point 
to think and rethink about “possibilities” and explore 
various ideas

 Nothing is set or decided – we are “listening” to all 
comments and thoughts

 These sessions and ideas represent some of the main 
themes which have arisen so far in our Planning 
Workshops and Interviews 

Big Idea – Conceptual Exploration



Redevelopment Master Planning
 Will include mixture of 

housing types, land 
uses, and density

 Mixed-use/mixed-
income

 Funded from 2020 
SPLOST funding through 
ACCUG 

 Will be done in phases

 Master Plan is the first 
step

 The Master Plan will go 
before ACCUG for 
formal adoption when 
complete

5.3 acres

6.2 acres

1.5 acres

2.0 acres
1.1 acres

11.8 acres

Master Planning Area



Planning study timeline

@NDAthensPlanning @ndathens_planning info@ndathensplanning.com



February 2020 Workshop Sessions

 Several workshop 
sessions in early 
February 2020 

 Bethel Village 
resident focused, and 
overall Athens 
community focused 

 All Prior Studies and 
Work is on the 
website



February 2020 Workshop Sessions

Prior Workshops/Interviews

Listening – Learning - Designing



Online engagement shift

 COVID-19 shift

 Online Resident and 
Community surveys  

 Website as Planning 
“Hub” for workshops and 
Urban Planning Efforts

 All Sessions, Work, and 
Presentations will be 
posted on the Website  

@NDAthensPlanning @ndathens_planning info@ndathensplanning.com #NDAthens

www.ndathensplanning.com



Urban Planning follow-up Analysis

 Issues & ideas “What-Ifs” that came through 
in our interviews and work sessions

 College Ave. as a complete street -
safe crossing 

 Bike/pedestrian walkability

 Main Street - mixed-use

 What is the “Front Door/Entry” of 
Bethel Village

 Variety of open space

 Arts and cultural history 
incorporated into community 
“Places”

 Neighborhood sustainability

 Community civic uses and 
resources

 Connections and linkages

 Repurposing and Reuse

Planning & Urban Design Analysis



Urban planning follow-up

 Key issues & themes emerged – which 
lead the following Sessions:

 Complete Streets : Safety, 
Walkability, Mixed-use

 Open Space & Parks

 Exploring Civic Parcels : 
Community civic uses and 
resources

 Transportation & Transit

 Sustainability and Green Strategies

 Artlets : Exploring Arts and 
Cultural history

Planning & Urban Design Analysis



Urban Planning Sketch Exploration 
“What-if” Ideas

Urban Sketch Big-Ideas



Urban Planning Sketch Exploration 
“What-if” Idea-A 

Central Lawn – North/South Connections



Urban Planning Sketch Exploration 
“What-if” Idea-B 

Green Promenade – East/West Connections





 Complete Streets are streets for 
everyone!

 They are designed and operated to 
enable safe access for all users, 
including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
motorists and transit riders of all ages 
and abilities. 

 Complete Streets make it easy to 
cross the street, walk to shops, and 
bicycle to work. 

 They allow buses to run on time and 
make it safe for people to walk to and 
from transit and school bus stops.

What are “Complete Streets”?

Streets For all Uses



Complete Street Examples



Complete Street Examples

Sense of Place - Active Edges and Sidewalks



60’ R.O.W.

30’ 8’ 5’8’5’ 2’2’

Existing Street Conditions: College Ave.

Existing ROW conditions



College Ave - Existing Street Views

Athens Clark County 
Fire Department  

Property Hotel Indigo



Existing street Conditions: 
Intersection at College & Hoyt

Issues:
 Speed is fast
 No traffic light / stop sign / four-way pedestrian crossing
 At the Bottom of the Hill – traffic is picked up speed



What-If Idea: 
Intersection at College & Hoyt



Existing Conditions: 
Intersection at College & Madison St.

Issues:

 Speed is fast

 No traffic light / stop sign / four-way pedestrian crossing



Existing Conditions: 
Intersection at College & Madison St.



Existing Conditions:
Intersection at College & Dougherty

Existing Condition:
 Bike lane is bright and easy to see on South side.
 Four-way pedestrian crossing.
 Gateway to the Neighborhood



RESIDENT SURVEYS - College Ave COMMENTS



RESIDENT SURVEYS - College Ave COMMENTS



Proposed Plan for College Ave  
Athens in Motion Bicycle and Pedestrian  Master Plan

 A delineated facility 
may include a 
striped shoulder or 
standard bike lane

 No clear definition 
for shared facility

Bicycle Improvements Program – Tier 1



What-if Street Explorations
Honoring the Athens in Motion Plan



Multipurpose Trail: 
along West Side (Bethel Site) of College Ave

14’ Wide Multi-Purpose Trail for Bikes and Walking



 5’  wide

 5’ Buffer between road 

Sidewalk along the east side of college avenue



 Change Texture at Intersection - Add 
pedestrian crossing brick paving pattern 

 Add lighting / Signage

 “Smart Crossing” Warning signage / RRFB

Traffic calming ideas: 
intersection at college and hoyt



Traffic calming ideas: 
intersection at college and madison

 Big Idea – Madison becoming the Main entry to 
Bethel Village – Urban Feel

 Change Texture at Intersection - Add pedestrian 
crossing brick paving pattern 

 Add lighting / Signage
 “Smart Crossing” Warning signage / RRFB
 Consider Traffic Signal



Traffic calming ideas: 
intersection at college and strong

 Change Texture at Intersection - Add pedestrian 
crossing brick paving pattern 

 Add lighting / Signage

 “Smart Crossing” Warning signage / RRFB



Trail extension/streetscape ideas: 
along hull st

 Pulaski Creek Trail Extension – bring up 
to Hull Street because of grade/topo

 Trail and Parkway feel along Hull street

 Trailheads / Artlets

 Design with “Eyes on the Street”

 Linkage to Dougherty and Downtown



Questions

Did We Hear your Concerns?



Next steps

Session 
summary

 Any final questions?

 Sessions are recorded and will be up on the website soon

 Join us for one of our other sessions!



www.ndathensplanning.com

@NDAthensPlanning @ndathens_planning info@ndathensplanning.com #NDAthens
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